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AN ORDINANCE ENACTING THE YOUTH CODE OF THE CITY OF NAGA, 
CEBU 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

Section 13 of Article II of the 1987 Constitution mandates that the State shall recognize the 
vital role of the youth in nation-building and shall promote and protect their physical, moral, 
spiritual, intellectual, and social well-being and shall inculcate in the youth patriotism and 
nationalism, and encourage their involvement in public and civic affairs. 

Republic Act 8044, otherwise known as the Youth in Nation-Building Act of 1995 also gives 
recognition to the youth's responsibility to fulfill their vital role in nation-building. 

The development of the youth sector in the City of Naga, Cebu is one of the priorities of 
the City Government in terms of the protection of their rights, promotion of their general welfare, 
as well as youth participation and development. 

To realize the city's vision of providing a youth-friendly environment and improve the 
quality of life of its youth sector, there is a need for the Sangguniang Panlungsod to enact an 
ordinance that will uphold the rights and ensure the promotion of general welfare of the youth and 
their protection from acts, conditions, or influences that are prejudicial to their development, and 
which shall set the guidelines for ordinances pertaining to the city's youth sector. 

BE IT ORDAINED, as it is hereby ORDAINED by the Sangguniang Panlungsod of the 
City of Nag a, Cebu, in session assembled, that: 

SECTION 1. TITTLE - This ordinance shall be known as the Youth Code of the City of 
Naga, Cebu. 

SECTION 2. POLICY - The state recognizes the vital role of the youth in nation 
building and shall promote and protect their physical, moral, spiritual, intellectual, and social 
well-being. It shall inculcate in the youth patriotism and nationalism, and encourage their 
involvement in public and civic affairs. 
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SECTION 3. DEFINITION OF TERMS 

a. YOUTH - by virtue of Republic Act 8044 otherwise known as The Youth in 
Nation Building Act of 1995, and for the purpose of this ordinance, shall refer to 
those persons whose ages range from fifteen (15) to thirty (30) years old. 

b. YOUTH Of SCHOOL AGE - shall refer to all youth whose ages range from 15- 
25 years old. 

c. MINOR YOUTH - shall include all youth whose ages range from 15-17 years 
old. 

d. WORKING YOUTH - shall refer to all youth whose ages range from 18-30 years 
old who are employed either on a regular or temporary basis. 

e. OUT-Of-SCHOOL YOUTH - refers to all youth of school age, whether organized 
or not, who are unable to avail of the formal school system or who have dropped 
out from formal elementary and secondary education. 

f. IN-SCHOOL YOUTH - refers to all youth of school age, whether organized or 
not, presently enrolled with any educational or vocational schools. 

g. SPECIAL YOUTH - refers to youth with disabilities or those who suffer physical 
defects, as well as youth with special needs which include but not limited to those 
who are drug dependents, in conflict with the law, and those caught in armed 
conflicts. 

h. COMMUNITY YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS - are organizations whose majority 
of membership are youth and might be based in educational institutions but whose 
programs are not solely for education advancement or may be community based 
whose members are not all out-of-school youth. 

1. CIVIL RIGHTS - are those rights of the youth to be protected against all forms of 
abuse, exploitation and discrimination in situations where the youth is considered 
in extremely difficult circumstances; 

J. ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RI;GHTS - pertain to the access of the 
youth to educational opportunities, relevant information, leisure, cultural activities 
and the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; 

k. POLITICAL RIGHTS - are those rights which provide the youth the freedom to 
express themselves on matters affecting his/her life; 

1. ANTI-SOCIAL RELATED ACTIVITIES - are those acts done on property, 
chastity and person such as snatching, shoplifting, misrepresentation as well as 
non-petty crimes such as: 
1. using and pushing prohibited drugs 
2. selling or distribution' oflewd/obscene reading materials 
3. pimping for young and adult prostitutes, sexual perversions and 
doing or participating in obscene shows 

4. gambling of any form 
5. rape and incest 
6. all other circumstances as defined in the existing laws 
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m. HAZING - an initiation rite being conducted as a prerequisite for admission as 
member in a fraternity, sorority, or organization by placing the recruit, neophyte, 
or applicant in an embarrassing or humiliating situations such as forcing him/her 
to physical suffering or injury. 

SECTION 4. Within six (6) months from the effectivity hereof, the City of Naga Youth 
Commission (CNYC), after consultation with the various youth groups, other government 
agencies, private sector, and non-government organizations, shall develop a comprehensive 
program for the youth in the city. 

ARTICLE II RIGHTS AND DUTIES 

SECTION 5. RIGHTS - Every youth shall have following rights, specified herein, 
to wit: 

a. to be informed of his Constitutional rights; 
b. to bodily integrity and the means necessary for the proper development of life, 

particularly food, clothing, shelter, medical care, rest and finally the 
necessary social services; 

c. not to be discriminated, intimidated, abused ot humiliated; 
d. to quality and responsive education; 
e. to freely and fully participate in the political processes of his community and 

country; 
f. to the economic development based on the precepts of justice and equity; 
g. The right to exercise freedom and religion; and. 
h. Every youth right is coupled with a moral and legal obligation that he should 

fulfil. 

ARTICLEID 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE YOUTH 

SECTION 6. RESPONSmILITIES - Every youth, regardless of the circumstances 
birth, sex, religion, social status, political antecedents and other factors, shall: 

a. strive to lead an upright and virtuous life regardless of religious and political 
affiliations, teachings of elders and mentors, and biddings of a clean conscience; 

b. love, respect and obey his parents, and cooperate with them in the strengthening 
of the family; 

c. extend to his brothers and sisters hislher love; thoughtfulness, and helpfulness 
and endeavor with them to keep the family harmonious and united; 

d. not all has the privilege/opportunity to go into formal education; exert utmost 
effort to develop his potentials for services, in order that he may become an asset 
to himself and to society; 

e. respect not only hislher elders but also the customs and traditions of our people, 
the memory of our heroes, the duly constituted authorities, the law of our country, 
and the principles and institutions of democracy; 

f. participate actively in civic affairs and in promotion of the general welfare, 
always bearing in mind that it is the youth who will eventually be called upon to 
discharge the responsibilities ofleadership in shaping the nation's future; and 

g. help in the observance of individual human rights, the strengthening of freedom 
everywhere, the fostering of cooperation among nations in the pursuit of their 
common aspirations for programs and posterity, and the furtherance of world 
peace. 
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